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July 19, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“Built Upon a Rock”
Shall we pray …

Matthew 7:24,  25  “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.” Jesus likens anyone who hears His sayings, which would include His commands, and does them, as being a what? Wise man that built his house on the Rock. 
Daniel 12:10
“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” Daniel says the wise shall understand, but who did Jesus say are the wise?
Matthew 7:24  “Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, …” The wise man will hear and do. “… which built his house upon a rock: …” What does the Bible say the house is?

Matthew 12:43-45  “When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.  Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth [it] empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last [state] of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.”  The house we are speaking about is a man’s character. Jesus is talking about a man who gets the victory over the sexual sins and the body, mind and soul destroying drugs and alcohol. His character (house is empty) is clean because he repented and confessed his sins and was forgiven. However, over time he entered a backslidden condition and did many things far worse than he had ever done before. Probably opening himself up to demonic possession.
Galatians 2:17,18 “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, [is] therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.”  When a person is converted to Christ and has been justified, in other words, he has had his name written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and Christ’s righteous life record is imputed to his record, and afterward continues to live a life of sin, that’s building again the things which I destroyed, I am still then a transgressor. I was baptized a dry sinner and came up a wet sinner. My conversion experience is a sham. I’ve gone back to the old character.

In John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, …”  
Brothers and Sisters, God is truth and a godly character must be built on the Rock who is truth. He then would be our defense.

Psalm 94:22 “But the LORD is my defence; and my God is the rock of my refuge.”  When we build our character on the Rock, we are building a shelter. Why?

Psalm 9:9 “The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.”  This is a refuge that we must be building now, day by day, because we are approaching a very serious time of trouble.
The wise man builds upon the Rock because it is the only one sure and safe way. What must he do in order to build his house (character) upon a Rock?

Luke 6:47, 48 “Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a rock.”

So this tells us what we must do if we are to build our house (our character) upon a Rock. We must dig deep down. Isn’t that what Jesus said? “He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock:”
Psalm 92:5 “O LORD, how great are thy works! [and] thy thoughts are very deep.” When a person is very focused in their concentration, they may be said to be deep in thought. Our thoughts are to be deep. But what should are thoughts be deep in?
1 Cor. 2:10 “But God hath revealed [them] unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”

We need God’s Spirit to show us the deep things of God. Why is it that so many people do not care to search the deep things of God? 

John 16:7, 8 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:”

Many people do not care to search the deep things of God because their sins would be exposed and that they do not like as it takes them out of their comfort zone. They prefer the surface work only, a superficial nominal experience if you please.

Before the fall, did Adam and Eve have a problem with nakedness? No. Why? They were covered in a robe of light, a robe of righteousness.

But what happened when they rebelled against God’s command? Genesis 3:7 “And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” They discovered that they were naked. That righteous garment was gone and they tried to cover their nakedness with a fig leaf garment.

How is this like the church of Laodicea? Revelation 3:17 “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” Here the church sees itself differently from how God sees it. The church sees itself well off and does not realize their nakedness.
Revelation 3:18 says, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and [that] the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” 

Revelation 16:15 “Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” Thr white raiment in Rev. 3:18 is the robe of Christ’s righteousness that we need to cover our nakedness and we must watch and keep our garments lest we again become naked and our shame is exposed.
Revelation 1:17 “And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. (How did he fall? He fell at His feet as one who was dead.) And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:” Like John we must fall at Jesus feet dead, dead to sin and dead to every form of unrighteousness, dead to the world, we must fall down dead to self.

Do we want a shelter for the time of trouble? Submission is necessary. Not only do we need to fall down dead to self, but we must uproot everything that comes between us and our Savior. 

We need to know that rain is coming, Deuteronomy 32:1, 2 “Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.  My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:”   If we reject any doctrine, why should we expect any more? If we are not making preparation by receiving the early rain now, how can we expect to receive the latter rain when it is poured out?

2 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” Our house (character) needs to be furnished with both doctrine and fruit.

2 Peter 1:20, 21 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as they were] moved by the Holy Ghost.”  No scripture should have a private interpretation. It will be only those who are digging deep who will know the real truth as all doctrine has many supporting scriptures to verify its true meaning.

Psalm 18:4  “The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.”  God’s people will know of a time when floods of ungodly men will be seeking their destruction.
Jeremiah 46:7, 8 “Who [is] this [that] cometh up as a flood, whose waters are moved as the rivers?  Egypt riseth up like a flood, and [his] waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, [and] will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof.” What does Egypt represent? It represents the world and worldliness. Flood, waters, rivers represent the large multitudes of people in the many nations that will come up against God’s people because their leader Satan is angry.

Revelation 12:17 “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Where are we right now in this end time scenario?
Revelation 7:1-3 “And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.  And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea,  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.”  When the sealing of God’s people has been completed, the four winds of strife will be let loose and it will be a trying time for God’s people. 

The winds will beat on the house of those who dug deep and built their house on a rock and they will withstand. 

But those who did not dig deep and experience the cleansing were the foolish men that had their house built on sand. And when the winds beat on that house, it was swept away.
Psalm 139:17, 18 “How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!  [If] I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.”

It is God’s precious thoughts of present truth that God’s people need now. The only way they will ever withstand the dragon is if they have dug deep into the word of God, and their house (character), is built upon a rock.

Not too long ago we studied the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25. What did we discover about them? Well, all 10 were practicing church members and 5 were wise and 5 were foolish.

COL 411.1 “The class represented by the foolish virgins are not hypocrites. They have a regard for the truth, they have advocated the truth, they are attracted to those who believe the truth; but they have not yielded themselves to the Holy Spirit's working. They have not fallen upon the Rock, Christ Jesus, and permitted their old nature to be broken up. This class are represented also by the stony-ground hearers. They receive the word with readiness, but they fail of assimilating its principles. Its influence is not abiding. The Spirit works upon man's heart, according to his desire and consent implanting in him a new nature; but the class represented by the foolish virgins have been content with a superficial work. They do not know God. They have not studied His character; they have not held communion with Him; therefore they do not know how to trust, how to look and live. Their service to God degenerates into a form.”  {COL 411.1}
Wow! God’s prophet said that the class represented by the foolish virgins are not hypocrites. They have a regard for the truth, they have advocated the truth, they are attracted to those who believe the truth; but they have not yielded themselves to the Holy Spirit's working. So they are Seventh-day Adventists that return tithe, are in church, Sabbath School and prayer meeting every week, may even witness at times, but something is wrong with their connection to Christ. Something is sorely missing in their experience. She said they are content with a superficial work.
Well what does superficial mean. I consult my 1828 Noah Webster’s dictionary only because it would have been the one Ellen White used. Some words then have a different meaning now. It says this for superficial:
1. Being on the surface, not penetrating the substance of a thing.

2. Composing the surface or exterior part.

3. Shallow; contrived.

4. Shallow; not deep or profound; reaching or comprehending only what is obvious or apparent.

Not deep is an excellent description of one who did not dig deep so as to build his house (his character) on a Rock. They have not used the Holy Spirit which was available, and they therefore have no oil for their lamps. 

How is it with you? What takes up your time during the 168 hour week? Are you digging deep into God’s Word and the Spirit of Prophecy, or is your focus on the forbidden? Are you a superficial Christian? If we do not choose to be like Jesus in our words, actions and thoughts, we are nothing more than a church goer.

Wouldn’t it be a shame to have lived the number of years that we have lived, only to find out 1,000 years from now that we were almost saved. We learned that we were in the right church of the last days. We heard the true messages to be preached to the world. But we just didn’t want to bear the cross. It was too heavy. We really didn’t want to give up our love for the world. We were willing to make some sacrifices in appetite, but we just didn’t want to deny our appetite as much as the Prophet of the Lord wrote in the Testimonies to the church.
Losing eternal life would be a terrible thing. But there could only be one thing worse than that; and that would be to hear Jesus, who suffered so much to make eternal life available to whomsoever will, say 4 words that would strike terror to the heart, “I never knew you.”         Let us pray …

